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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 


AN ESSAY 


ON THe INFLUENCE OF SOME HUMAN INSTITUTIONS OR 


HUMAN HAPPINESS. 


‘Tue law of neceffity muft be fubmitted to: the calami- 
ties of nature cannot be averted: rocks and deferts will con~ 
tinue to deform the face of the earth: ftorms and volca- 
noes will occafionally involve thoufands in deftruétion : and 
no one thinks of preventing them, becaufe it is impoffible. 
But the moral and political evils which difturb the happinefs 
of fociety, being of human origin, and of courfe removeable 
by human means, it becomes the duty of mankind to attempt 
their removal or alleviation. Many of thefé evils, however, 
are too frequently clafled with phyfical ones, and being 
equally attributed to the law of neceflity, we are told that they 
muft 
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mutt be alfo patiently fubmitted to. This patient fubmiffion 
has been particularly inculcated by the few whofe happy lot it 
is to be beyond the reach of thefe evils, and who, from not 
experiencing them perfonally, and by avoiding all intercourfe 
with thofe who do experience them, have been too apt even to 
doubt their exiftence. This fcepticifm has tended in no {mall 
degree to aggravate them ; the poor fufferers feeling as one of 
the fevereft effects, that they are frequently denied the grati- 
fication of fympathy, and difcouraged from the relief of coms 
plaint. 

The object of the prefent eflay is not to confider the influ- 
ence of government on the characters of nations ; not to prove 
with Montefquieu, that defpotifm ftamps with fear the cha- 
racter of thofe whom it oppreffes. that the bafis of monarchi- 
cal government is honour, and that republicanifm cannot ex- 
ift without virtue; this influence on manners alone forms a fit 
fubject for an elaborate treatife ; the prefent eflay will merely 
notice fome of the effects which government produces on the 
happinefs of the governed. 

The melancholy ftate of the lower orders of fociety has ever 
been juft caufe of lamentation, and however the unfeeling 
politician may have confidered it not only as unavoidable, but 
as neceflary for the fecurity of governments and the interefts 
of the higher orders, it muft ever remain an unequivocal 
proof of the imperfections of the prefent organization of fo- 
ciety. 

I fhall very readily admit that there exifts the utmoft na- 
tural diverfity in the human character, and that fuch a differ- 
ence thence takes place in the feveral circumftances of intellect 
bodily ftrength, induftry, &c. as muft for ever produce an end- 
lefs variety in the fituation of man in civil fociety. ButI am 
at the fame time perfuaded, that under a wife and equitable 
adminiftration of government, this difference will not be mark- 
ed by extreme mifery in any large clafles. It is, indeed, the 
obvious purpofe of focial union to prevent, by the power of go- 
yernment, the evils which thefe natural circumftances have a 

tendency 














€ 3) 
tendency to produce ; government being in reality a compa& 
to guard the weak againft the ftrong, the ignorant againft the 
arts of the more experienced, and the poor from being crufhed 
by the afcendancy of the rich. 

The firft requifite for happinefs is the certain and eafy at- 
tainment of the means of fubfiftence. In all countries the 
largeft clafs of people is compofed of thofe who aim at little 
more than having the common wants of nature daily fupplied, 
for which they offer the only property they poffefs, the labour 
of their hands. Now, if to fecure property be infifted on as 
the moft effential duty of government, as much attention at 
leaft ought to be paid to the fecuring to the poor man his pro- 
perty, and a fair price for it when he is obliged to offer it in 
exchange for the means of fubfiltence, as it is ufed to fecure to 
the wealthy claffes the property they enjoy. Let us now en- 
quire whether the different governments of Europe have fuf- 
ficiently fecured to the poor this their only property, auda fair 
price for it when brought to market. 

Were the mifery of the poor confined to countries opprefled 
by defpotifm, no one would hefitate to attribute it to the go= 
vernment. No one hefitates to attribute the wretchednefs of 
the lower orders at Conftantinople, of the ]azzaroni at Naples 
of the beggars at Turin, of the peafant in Ruffia, Pruffia, 
Germany, Spain, Portugal, and, before the revolution, in 
France, to the governments of thofe countries ; and I would 
obferve, that formerly when it was not confidered as indecent 
to animadvert on defpotic governments, they were detefted in- 
this country, principally for withholding from the lower 
orders of fociety the common rights of humanity. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the wretchednefs, which we lament, is not 
confined to arbitrary governments, for it is, I will venture to 
affirm, almoft as feverely felt in this country as in any other. 
As this cannot be attributed to the principles of our govern- 
ment, we muft look for its caufe in the very extraordinary cir- 
cumftances in which we are placed. 

The 
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The queftion, as [ before obferved, is a queftion of pro. 
perty; and I amdifpofed to think that the circumftances allu- 
ded to have produced fuch a relaxative depreciation inthe poor 
man’s property, as to make it inadequate. to purchafe for him- 
felf and family the means of fubfiftence. 

In a country, whofe commerce is extenfive and complex, 
the value of property is forever fluctuating; but, notwith- 
ftanding this, it fo happens, that moft kinds of property in 
their rife and fall retain a fort of relative price, which brings 
the whole to a general average or level ; preventing thereby 
except in extraordinary cafes, any confiderable inconvenience, 
‘The great national debt alfo, which has been incurred in this 
country, and the neceflity thence arifing, of an enormous 
annual taxation, has likewife tended to advance the value of 
every f{pecies of property but one.—Labour, the poor man’s 
fole property, has unfortunately been ftationary during this 
general rife, and this alone accounts for a confiderable part of 
the wretchednefs in queftion. If the reafon of this fingle ex- 
ception, in the general rife of value, be afked, the anfwer is 
obvious ; the poor man does not himfelf fet a price on his la- 
bour ; his isa commodity which the purchafer alone appre- 
ciates. The labourer in the field, or in the barn, cannot fay 
to his employer,—Advance my wages, or I will quit your fer- 
vice: he is precluded from doing this; the law forbids his lea- 
ving the parifh where he is fixed by fettlement, without the 
confent, probably, of the very man who employs him. The 
wealthy manufacturer may depreciate the value of the {pinner’s 
Jabour to the loweft poffible rate, while the unhappy wretches, 
who toil through the longeft day for a miferable pittance, have 
no remedy; for the law forbids combinations, the only 
means the poor could have of raifing the price of their labour. 

It isa notorious faét, that the principal labour of this 
country ftands at the fame rate now, which it did a century 
ago. Letit be recollected, that it is during this period that 
the pudlic debt, and the taxation thence arifing, have taken 
place ; it is during this period, that the barometer of the poor 
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man’s mifery, the poor-rate, has rifen to its prefent alarming 
height. Toprove that the great and increafing wretchednefs 
of the poor has been produced by the public debt of the coun- 
try, it is fufficient to obferve that the poor rate has kept an 
equal pace with the progrefs of taxation, Every one knows 
that the moft rapid increafe of the taxes, has been within the 
laft twenty years, that is to fay, fince the commencement of 
the difaftrous American war; and what has been the increafe 
of the poor-rate within that period? In the year 1774, jut 
before any of the expences of that war were felt, the poor-rate 
was 665,362]. At the clofe of the year 1792. it was 
3,000,000]. God knows what it will be at the end of the pre- 
fent war ! 

No faé&t can more ftrongly mark the progrefs, and exhibit 
the caufe, of the wretchednefs of the poor ; for it will not be 
denied, even by thofe who are the leaft difpofed to allow the 
ftate of the poor to be generally bad, that thofe of them at leaft 
who fubfift principally on parochial relief, and efpecially who 
live in work-houfes, fuffering the united evils of filth, depen- 
dence, and imprifonment, are fufficiently miferable. Will 
any one, who walks the ftreets of our cities, and fees even the 
leaft wretched of the inhabitants of thefe work-houfes (for the 
moft wretched are unable or prevented from going gut) fay, 
that their cadaverous figures, deformed limbs, dejected coun- 
tenances, and peculiar inertnefs of manner, are not unequivo- 
cal marks of mifery? Will any one, who occafionally vifits 
the dwellings of thofe poor whofe condition is better, as they 
do not fubfift on parochial relief, fay that the rags, the fqua- 
lor, and difeafe there found, do not mark them as the abodes 
of wretchednefs ? 


If the diftrefles of the poor are principally to be attributed 
to the expenfivenefs of governments, it follows, that the poor 
are the leaft wretched where the form of government admits of 
but a fmall annual expenditure. It is happy not only for the 
immediate fubjects of fuch governments, but even for human 
kind, that fuch ftates do exift, as their exittence proves that 
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the wretchednefs we complain of, is not a neceflary attendant. 
on focial union. The inftances indeed are almoft folitary, 
for I know of only one in Europe (unlefs the fmall republic 
of San Marino be confidered as one) and we muft crofs the 
Atlantic to find another. In no part of Europe are the lower 
claffes fo free from the evils of poverty, as in Switzerland, in 
the greater part of which, a flight tax on falt is the only bur- 
den. Every traveller muft have remarked, that at Geneva, 
and the little diftri€t which furroundsit, the lower claffes are 
more comfortable, the peafantry better clad, more healthy 
and more happy, than in any other part of Europe,—forming 
a ftriking contraft to their wretched neighbours, opprefled by 
the burdens impofed on them by the defpotic court of Turin. 
The example of America is ftill more ftriking. In America, 
we have an initance of a government extending over an im- 
menfe country, including a population rapidly rifing to a level 
with our own, carried on at about the hundred and fixtieth 
part of the annual expence of the Englifh govenment: the ex- 
pence of thislaft, including the poorerate and_ecclefiaftical re- 
venue, being (even before the prefent war) little lefs than 
25,000,000]. and that of America not exceeding 150,000l. 
And what is the ftate of the lower orders in America? The 
queftion is anfwered by ftating this ftrong fa&: in Ametica 
the average price of labour is three fhilllngs fterling per day, 
and the price of neceflaries about one half of what it is in 


England. 
The general happinefs of a country depends much more on 


the comfortable ftate of the lower orders than is commonly 
imagined. Not only the charaéter and morals of the lower 
orders, but the general national character, are affected by it. 
The wretchednefs refulting from extreme poverty has a direct 
tendency to debafe the human character. Energy of mind, 
active bodily induftry, and thofe continued exertions of both, 
which fo much improve intelle&, promote health, and confti- 
tute happinefs, cannot be expected in beings who are without 


hope, and who are not aéted upon by the ftimulus of adequate 
reward. 
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reward. A familiarity with this kind of wretchednefs has al- 
fo an injurious effect upon the minds of the higher orders. 
Some of the beft principles of human nature are loft, and fome 
of the fineft'feelings of mari biunted, by too frequent fights 
of mifery. Benevolence, that principle which of all others 
the moft exalts our nature, is almoft extinguifhed in countries 
where large clafles exhibit a conftant appearance of wretched- 
nefs. The relief of large numbers exceeds the limits of pri- 
vate ability, and the inability to do fo much as is required 
operates with too many as a ready excufe for doing nothing at 
all. Were inftances of «mifery Jefs frequent, the impreffion 
made by them would be ftronger: their too frequent recur- 
rence begets an infenfibility, their magritude placing them 
above the reach of private individuals to remedy. This be- 
gets a neceflity for national benevolence—national benevo- 
lence ! the very term is a prepofterous abfudity—it is charity 
without its principle, the neceflity for it, implying national 
injuftice. A nation is not to relieve the diftrefles of the poor 
by acts of charity ; it ought to prevent their exiftence by acts 
of juftice. ' | 

To conclude, it appears that the wretchednefs of the lower 
orders in all countries, is principally produced by the errors 
or defects of government : that though arbitrary governments 
have the moft immediate tendency to produce it, all other go= 
vernments, which admit of a continued increafe of national 
expenditure, indirectly promote it and that even the beft form 
of government,’ if by errors in its adminiftration, it fhould 
unfortunately have incurred a very large debt, and be thence 
under the neceffity of impofing very heavy burthens on its 
fabjedts, mutt participate the evils of the worft. I cannot in- 
deed, help hazarding an opinion thatevery government, wheu 
it becomes extremely expenfive, muft approximate to defpote 
ifm. 

I forbear the direct application of thefe fentiments to our 
own country: if my-premifes be true, its profpects cannot be 
very bright. The ftate of the lower orders, 1 am perfuaded. 
marks 
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marks more than any other circumftance, the ftate of a coun 
try : that of the lower orders here is certainly deplorable. Let 
us hope that their relief is within the reach of ordinary means ; 
for the application of extraordinary means to remedy the evil, 
the hardieft cannot anticipate without dread, 


Your’s &c. 
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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 
ANEWSONG. 
By G, P--pPL--T--N. 


Wrea France, at the command of heav’n, 

Rais’d her ftrong arm and broke her chains, 

A new charter was to her giv’n, 

And guardian angels fung this ftrain. 

Be, O Gallia! the world’s great fource of light, 
And purge from filth the mental fight. 

In vain fhall haughty defpots try, 

To make thee bend beneath the yoke ; 
Their fhackled bands thou fhalt defy, 

And rife more dreadful from each ftroke. 

Be, O Gallia! &c. 

Induftry’s hand, by thee employed, 

Shall make thy nume rous cities fhine; 
The arts fhall in thy land refide, n ¢ 

And profperity e’er be thine. | 
Be, O Gallia! &c. | 
The nations round fhall learn from thee, | 

Their tyrants from their heights to hurl, : 
And when mankind fhall al! be free, 

Halcyon peace fhall blefs the world. 

(i \PSe@ Be, O Gallia! &c. 








